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The Intervention  
Process STOPS 

Review the student's English 
language proficiency levels and

 ESL services.   
Make adjustments as necessary.

Continue to monitor student.

1.  Is the student 
experiencing 

academic difficulty?

Readdresss
Question #1

Adapt and/or modify the 
ESL curriculum and/or 

supplement 
and/or develop a 

research-based best-
practice curriculum for 

ELLs.
Continue to monitor 

student.

            Analyze student   
   characteristics and gather 
 information by investigating 
       the student's history   
             including:

--experiences     
--lifestyle 
--prior instruction (academic 
  gaps)
--learning style
--motivation and self-concept
--second culture 
  development 
--parental literacy
--parents' level of 
  involvement.

              Analyze curriculum and 
               instruction and ensure:

--the scope and sequence of 
  the curriculum is appropriate
--the curriculum & instruction 
  is aligned with GLEs & ELL 
  Standards
--it provides entry-level/basic 
  skills
--it provides opportunities for  
  practice, reteaching, mastery
--it utilizes all levels of   
  Bloom's taxonomy.

3.  Is the student 
receiving appropriate 

ESL services?

4.  Have the 
curriculums been 

proven effective for 
ELL students? 

The Intervention Process 
STOPS continue monitoring 

student progress & ESL 
program effectiveness

5.  Have the identified 
concerns been 

examined?

          Examine and document:  

  --student performance across settings
  --acculturation concerns
  --interviews with the teachers
  --interviews with the parents and the student
  --analysis of student work and behaviors
  --comparisons to other same-age-grade peers with  
    similar background (same culture, language level, 
    time in school, etc.) to determine the extent of the 
    problem the student exhibits.

Review student's School Health 
Screening if available.
Check for problems with
 hearing & vision.
 (Caution: If parents choose to share 
the information, you may ask about 
medications the student is taking &
for what purpose.)

6.  Has the source of  
identified concerns 
been systematically 

identified & 
corrected?

2. Is the student 
experiencing 

difficulties as a result 
of untreated health 

issues?

           Analyze teacher  
  characteristics and provide 
     needed assistance to     
                address:

--teaching style 
--expectations & perceptions   
--training & experience 
--classroom management 
--cultural competency
--appropriate on-going staff    
    training

7.  Have other 
programming 

alternatives been
 appropriately utilized?

Determine the appropriateness of additional
 programs/placement alternatives 
(e.g., Title I, tutoring, At-Risk, etc.)

8.  Does the difficulty 
persist?

Referral to
 Special Education

 is Appropriate

YES

YES

NO

Attend to Health Issues Appropriately:
 if possible, correct problems that 

can easily be resolved 
(i.e. vision-glasses)

NO

YES

YES

YES

YES

YES

YES

NO

NO

NO

NO

NO

Readdresss
Question #1

Readdresss
Question #1

Provide instructional 
modifications to ELL 

students in all 
mainstream classrooms; 
ensure ELLs have access 
to the content curriculum. 
Modifications are based 
on language proficiency 
and not to be confused 

with SPED modifications.  

CAUTION:  Keep in mind that assessment practices during referral, assessment, and 
eligibility determination will be "non-traditional" in the case of ELLs(due to validity/reliability 
issues that arise within assessment practices typically used for English speaking students).  
Please contact Theresa Armentrout for more information on the law and considerations
for the appropriate use of assessments with ELLs. 

 


