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SDD MODEL

www.crosscultured.com

Asking the Right Questions

TIER 1
STANDARDS-BASED CLASSROOM LEARNING:

All students participate in general strength based education learning that includes:
•Implementation of the Performance Standards through research-based practices

•Use of flexible groups for differentiation of instruction
•Frequent progress monitoring

TIER 2
NEEDS BASED LEARNING: 

Targeted students participate in needs based learning that is in
addition to Tier 1 and different by including:

•Formalized processes of intervention
•Greater frequency of progress monitoring

TIER 4
SPECIALLY DESIGNED LEARNING

Targeted students participate in                             
learning that includes:
•Specialized programs

•Adapted content, methodology, or 
instructional delivery
•PS access/extension

Decreasing 
numbers of 

students

Increasing Intensity of 
Intervention

SDD Tier Model

TIER 3
IINSTRUCTIONAL INTERVENTION

Targeted students participate in learning that is in 
addition to Tier 1 and Tier 2 and different by including:

•6-8 weeks RTI/Individualized assessments
•Interventions tailored to individual needs

•Referral for specially designed instruction if needed 
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What Information Do You Need?

• Education
• Home Language
• Language 

Proficiency
• English Proficiency
• Achievement
• Behavior
• Adaptation

I call it a standardized test.

How Should We Use Information?

Trouble brewing.

Information Leads To:

• Differentiated Instruction
• Intensive, Focused 

Intervention
• Team Implementation
• Exclusions
• Monitoring & 

Documentation
• Response to Intervention
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Appropriate Actions to Take

Sch. Psych

SLP

Classroom 
Teachers

Instructional 
Assistants

Flexible Groups

Differentiated Instruction in GC

School-wide Title I Support 

General Education Personnel

Benchmarked General Curriculum

Content Area Specialists

Differentiated Instruction in ESL/BE

Leveled Reading, Intensive Reading

Leveled Math, Content Instruction

ESL/BE Personnel

Math/Reading Specialists

Counselor, Tutors, Aides

RTI Interventions (6-8 wk)

Individualized Instruction

Intensive Interventions

Intervention Team

ESL/BE Specialists

Content Support Specialists

IEP/504

Special 
Education

RTI of ELL #1

Reading 
goal

Behavior 
goal

Language 
Goal 
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RTI of ELL #2

Issue xx

87654321Weeks of RTI

#2 
Graphic 
organizer

Interven-
tion #1 
PRR

Increase use of  
a specific 
cognitive 
learning 
strategy

#3 Guided 
use

#2
manual 
manipula
-tion

Intervention 
#1 visuals

Math 
comprehensio
n: specific skill 
& frequency
Ex: fractions

#2 medicalIntervention 
#1
tutor

Increase time 
on task

Including Diverse Issues on the IEP

• A.  Does the student have behavior, which 
impedes his/her learning or the learning of 
others? Yes  No  

• If yes, consider, if appropriate, strategies 
including positive behavioral interventions, 
strategies, and supports to address that 
behavior. 

• Check here if a behavior management plan 
is developed and attached. 

• B.  Does the student have limited English 
proficiency? Yes  No

• If yes, consider the language needs as 
related to the IEP and describe below.

Including Diverse Issues on the IEP

4th grade Classroom 
teacher

Two semesters10/1/034 hours a dayAdaptation

BE/ESL staffTwo semesters10/1/031 hour a dayESL

Aide in 4th gradeTwo semesters10/1/031 hour a dayLearning 
assistance

Special EducatorOne semester10/1/033 hours a dayEH classroom
(behavior focus)

Person 
Responsible 
(indicate position)

Expected 
Duration of 
Service

Service
Start 
Date

Amount of 
Service

Special 
Education and 
Related Service
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Integrated Services
PreProduction Early 

Production
Speech 

Emergence
Intermediate 

Fluency

Intermediate 
Advanced 
Fluency

Advanced 
Fluency

Needs total 
assistance

Needs a great 
deal of 
assistance

Needs a lot of 
assistance

Has a 
moderate 
level of needs

Has 
moderate but 
specific 
needs
Has specific 
need to be 
addressed

Needs 
minimal 
assistance

Pull out for targeted 
assistance

Targeted 
assistance

Push in targeted 
assistance

Total 
Inclusion

José

Model 6: Consultation - A monolingual Special Education Teacher 
consults with a teacher with Bilingual/ESL credentials serve ELL

students at Level 3 & 4

Model 5: A monolingual Special Education Teacher has a bilingual
assistant serve ELL students at Level 2, 3 & 4 plus L1 native

Model 4: Team teaching between a monolingual Special 
Education teacher & a teacher with ESL credentials serve 

ELL students at Level 3 & 4 plus L1 native

Model 3: A Special Education Teacher with ESL 
credentials serves ELL students at Level 2 & 3 plus 

L1 native

Model 2: Team teaching between a bilingual 
teacher & a monolingual Special Education 

Teacher serves ELL students at Level 1, 2, 3 
& 4 plus L1 native

Integrated 
Service
Options 

Chicago

Model 1: A Bilingual Special Education 
Teacher with ESL credentials

NYC 
Hierarchy

1.  Less than 50% Sped services: BE Related Services, BE SETSS

2.  Up to 50% Sped services: Sped Tchr with BE

3. More than 50% Sped services in special class: 
a) Sped Tchr with TBE
b) Or Sped Tchr with ESL certification
c) Or Sped Tchr and ESL services
d) Or Sped Tchr with BE Assistant & ESL 

services when TBE not available

4. More than 50% Sped services in special 
school:
a) Sped Tchr with TBE
b) Or Sped Tchr with ESL certification
c) Or Sped Tchr and ESL services
d) Or Sped Tchr with BE Assistant & 

ESL services when TBE not available

5.  More than 50% Sped services in 
SED operated & supported schools

6.  More than 50% Sped services 
in home, hospital on temporary 
basis: Sped Tchr with BE or Sped 
Tchr with ESL services
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1. Parent completes the 
HLS.

2. Staff evaluate to 
determine acculturation & 
language influences.

1. Staff identifies strengths. 

2. Staff implements instruction based 
upon strengths.

3. Student is doing well with strength 
based benchmarked curriculum 
with learning support

No further action. Student 
remains in general strength 
based education program.

If LEP, ESL/BE 
made part of 
program.  
Differentiated 
learning 
support 
integrated.

1. Staff designs,  implements, 
& monitors instructional 
intervention.

2. Documentation indicates 
student responds 
appropriately to intervention.

Need for referral is 
documented.

1. Staff reviews 
intervention information.

2. Formal evaluation 
proceeds

3. Accommodation is 
provided.

1. Staff determines student 
has specific disability and 
finds him/her eligible for 
special education services.

2. Staff develops IEP for the 
student based upon needs.

IEP addresses special 
needs as well as 
language & acculturation 
needs.

With adaptation support
Targeted 
Strategies

Targeted 
Strategies

Appropriate Actions to Take

1. Information Gathering
2. Resiliency based 

Instruction
3. Differentiated 

Learning Support
4. Intensive RTI

5. Focused Referral
6. Adapted Evaluation
7. Integrated Services IEP
8. Expanded Monitoring
9. Cross-training

Thank you! Come visit us at
www.crosscultured.com

• Over 40 years experience.
• Research on impact of 

acculturation on referral & 
placement of CLD students. 

• Research on effectiveness of 
specific cognitive learning 
strategies for diverse learners.

• Classroom teacher, 
diagnostician, faculty, 
administrator. 

• Social justice advocate, author & 
teacher educator.


